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_THE VvEA.KN'E~~ ?F WEST~T ?OCIETY 
~. 

Rudolf Mueller · 

1 . . Our Gro. up has worked together throun.hout the years 
Sub t h h . t:> to discuss the ohe 

J ec w ic is the concern of all who t · t d f s rive owar s a communit f th 
ree ~orld - the stre~gths and the weaknesses of whose whom we hoye

0
t 0 ·1:ad 

to. t~us goal., the nations of the West and their associations in ~o 9 the 
British Commonweal th , Nor th America and the Atlantic Comm1mity. P ' 

2 • We have discussed mainly problems of defence and economics of alliances 
and of other mechanisms for joint policy and action in the West . We have 
als~ sought to clear our minds about the Communist forces which oppose us to 
r emove prejudices within the Western family of nations and to study anti
colonialism with a view to producing a new approach towar ds the uhcommitted 
peoples of the world . 

3. Once only have we touched upon the J)roblem which is behind all this and 
whieh will ultimately be the decisive one: The moral values , Ambassador 
Quaroni proposed to make political use Qf the moral ideals of the West in 
the fight against communism and in our efforts to win over the uncommitted 

peoples . 

We felt th.is Lo be a very complex subject to act upon in our Group for . 
1 

a number of reasons . They are expressed in the answers to Ambass~dor ~oni s 
letter t0 His Royal Highness and in the record of 0ur discussion in Paris 

last July. 

The Steering Committee agre·es to dis.cuss the moral problem again in 
the London meeting of January 11th. For t his the papers r eferred to should 

again b e oon s idere.d . 

4. Thi s paper suggests the f ollowing approach: 

a . 

b .. 

f 1 r nations or of their 
It is the mora l value s 0 peop es 0

. . din t he ulti ma t e 
association~ t o wriich vie mus.t look l!l dec~er !e can do in . . 
out c ome of the Eas t/Wes·t conflict. Wha t: soci a l and scientific 
t h e fie lds of def en ce , alliances, elcono011l ~= ' of t hose cal led · 

d d t u pon the mora va u mi progress is epen en . . t devel op the eoono es , 
upon t o def end, t o s eek alliances , o 
t h e society and tl1e s ciences " 

f d by the cr i teri a of t he 
Thes e mor a l va l ue s mus t be de ine . t he world. 

th two socia l systems in li ious 
c ompetition be tween e . 1 . g r eligious or non- re .g 
They are not defined by preva i in . ed Clll'istian 

t f irst to a oonvino · al 
b eliefs a s it might s eem a · i between soci t The com.petition e oblem is 
or a convinced ath ei s • cr eeds . The moral pr 
sys t ems not between abstraotal " 
th~refore one of i1 soci a l mor e • 
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Th' II is Social morale" exists onl 
and above tl1e different levels ~f w~ere th~re are ti&s over 
are no sucl1 ties to bridge diff ' he no?1ety . If there 
classes so as to form a s· 1 urent social levels or 
accepted ,, social morale ,, ~~~ ~ so~ety no generally 

OVt;.A.Op, 

The Western concept of the tie 
of men. The Eastern concept of tl1e i s the free society 

11 t · · tie is celmmunist co ec 1 v1sm, t110 Party Since the Tw t . th 
of the JP~U at ~ny rate . we must acknow~~d~: t~~n~::s 
t~e conspiratorial leadership of the USSR t 
Wlth t 

,, . 
1 

canno do 
ou a soc1n morale '' which is in · t accepted . 1 s way generally 

"S . 1 1 ' 0~1~ morn e ' must therefore be considered as the 
~re-co~d1t1on.of all state authority , of all political , 
-Cono~1c , ~ocial and spiritual leadership ~f West or 
East in this deadly competition of the two social systems . 

~ · We must then I think realize that Europe , especially Continental Europe, 
is not a moral force comparable to the vital and integrated societies of 
~he U. S.A. type (which includes Cariada , Australia etc . ) . We believe in the 
inherent strength of this type of society. 

We may ale"' state t11at Eastern Europe is not a moral force comp...rable to 
the vital society of the USSR typeo We must acknowledge for the present 
ttJ.at the USSR cons ti tu·tes a vital society and we must not expect it to 
deteriorate ~oon because we consider it to be based on force . 

5 Our immediate concern are the societies of Western Etrrope . I think 
mainly of Gemnany , Austria, France and Italy. Ther·e we seem to have lost 
the old social ties and we have failed to develop now ones . I m:i.y make 
overstatements here but I am making them purposely to bring out the issues 

as sha.rply as possiblec 
. · t form of industriali-

It is true that Europe is rapidly moving rn o n. nei.v t 
zation n.1hich will undoubtedly ef feet a change of social structures; bu 
Europe's concepts of society and state nre still largely of thG past . 

~nd 
the 

. . " ili a i11 tl1e economic boom 
This e'Y-l"llains the ex·treme materie.lism preva . no 1 1·noludin"' ·-r . . . b. 1. t in all c asses o 
the serious absence of c1v1c resp0ns1 1 1 Y 
leading classes . 

1 Excop·tions 
. . t · 11 d :vm from the upperc ass' . 

Tl1e so- called social el1 te is s i ra d atei·i1nlism. Encouraging 
arc few . Industr:i.al r(:lations are ]'lrgaly base 

0~10.f mobility is altogether 
axceptions nre there but they a1·e not e~~~rd .f~~~~ntiates not in law but 
insufficien·t. The educn. bioT1£1.l system s 1 1 

1 Ocial classes. 
in fact between the traditiona s 
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Accordingly there is no generall 
cannot r ely on a generally accepted sy ~c~epted leadershi p and the lenders 
the l ogi tima ti on which can be taken 0~~ia f moral e · . They lack the authority and 
in integrating its members and producin~ r:~mpo~s~~~~eittyy ~a1htich has succeeded 

o.11 soci al levels . 

Apart from domestic considerations~ 

~ow cc:u: the Western powers co- oporate successfully if they do not all 
constitute inte~a te~ and free soci.'ties which arc open to the viorld. The 
nee~ f~r worlC. wid~ 7nterdependence is felt by all . It can stimulate vital 
socie ties only. Disintegratedsocietios are not stimulated but rather 
~endered conservative if not paralysed by such interdependence. The resul 
is a revival of outdated nationalism and protectionism. 

1. We mus t a ccept tl1e thesis I thinlc that the attraction and the strength 
of the society in the USSR is based upon educa tion and chance of leadership 
not only in la\"l but also in f act for everybody. The USSR does not only 
provide a mass education which exceeds by far what we have even in the USA 
in the fields of the na tural and technical sciences , it includes mass 
education as well in social relations (Gesellschaftspolitik) . While the 
character of this latter i s pre- de·hermined by ideological considerations is 
it not - perhaps involuntarily - the cause of the revisionism j_n Russi a? Is 
it entirely out of the question tha t this revisionism may ultimately even 
change t he conspiratorial character of soviet leadeTship? 

The otheI· day I came across a somewhat self- satisfied paper cri tioi eing 
the communist society

0 
The paper was introduced by a quotation from 

Gladstone : 

"What is \41rong moral ly can never be right politically" 

. of course that soci al systems which are morally 
We all r ealize , . '. t ral g:round inay have and do have 

w:r·ong, io e • systems which we r eJeC on mo i · tical life. This should not 
indeed a long and sometj mes very successful P~.~ is here really competitive . 
keep us from finding out whether o~ o~ m~as~cleties is quite logically 
The communist criticism of the morns o ·01 morale of the West . This 

· t th - 1mess of the eocia · "'ld And dirGcten agai.ns e wew h · f the Western wor • 
criticism hi ts the v-1 sakes1i link. i~ th~o~d~~l; be determined by the value 
the whole strength of the \Vest val ao 
of this linko . . . ·ust subjects for phil osopbers , 
8 • T'nese f acts are not , as some like ~o a::gue' J T11ose professions may 

political scient1stso 
histori ans , sociologists or the pertj_nont facts · 
help us to find and to evaluate 1 · tica.l problem of the 

bould be received ~s a po 1 If this is so 
The r0sult , ho~ever , ~ . t practicnl importance • 

. . e im!Jledia e t ' ? £irat order and of decisiv d about a solu ion . 
. Who is concGrne . 

the question arises: solution everY"1here in 
scattered efforts for a 

There are many but 
Europe • 
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The solutions 
system, industrial 
responsibilities • 
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proposed are directed to modernizing the educational 
relations, social mobility and to stiwu.lating ciiric 

9. TheDe is no international effor~ to bring the issue out and to 
show solutions . But tho issue and its solution are dcfini tely matters 
of international concern in the West . The task is primarily the 
responsibility of those who at present lead opinion in our ~ocieties . 
It is a problem for governments or such only at a later stage . 

The question for us is whether our Group is willing and able to 
work in this direction . Our present standing already gives us a 
responsi bili t3r in issues which we ourselves l1old. to be decisive . There 
is no international group to compare with ours , with our advantage of 
knowing personalities in various countries of the West who may be . 
qualified to help and with our chance of enlisting their co- operation. 
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